
 
 

December 19, 2003 
 

Index to Judges Debate of November 12-14, 2003 
 
The Senate engaged in the longest continuous debate on judicial nominations in United States history from November 
12 to 14, 2003.  The following is a selected index of topics discussed during the debate, as well as an index of all 
Senators’ speeches.   

A full transcript of that debate is available in the Judicial Nominations section of the Republican Policy Committee’s 
Internet site, at www.rpc.senate.gov/_files/JudicialNominations.htm.  All page cites refer to the Congressional Record. 

 

Attempts to Justify Refusal to Vote 

14628, Allard; 14602, Allen and “guts”; 14657, 
Bennett; 14754, Bond; 14574, Chambliss; 14719, 
14760, Coleman; 14542, Cornyn; 14630, Crapo; 
14690, Enzi; 14723, L. Graham; 14635, Gregg; 
14704, Hatch; 14590, 14594, Santorum; 14588-
589, 14670, Talent and “big game hunt”; 14563, 
14569, Boxer; 14660, Johnson; 14597, Bingaman; 
14552, Levin; 14533, Schumer.  See also: 14533, 
14538-539, 14541-544, 14546, 14551-554, 14556-
558, 14562-564, 14567-568, 14571-572, 14576-
577, 14584-596, 14599, 14601-605, 14609-612, 
14614, 14625, 14627-628, 14633, 14635, 14638, 
14640-646, 14648, 14652-653, 14655, 14657-658, 
14662, 14665, 14671-675, 14679, 14686-687, 
14691-692, 14695, 14701, 14703-716, 14723, 
14726-727, 14732-733, 14736, 14738-739, 14743-
752, 14754-759, 14761-762, 14764-766, 14770-
771, 14774-775. 

Abortion 

14549, Hatch; 14630, Inhofe; 14645, Smith; 
14625, Cantwell.  See also: 14535, 14540, 14547, 
14556, 14574, 14585, 14589-590, 14595, 14606, 
14611-613, 14618-619, 14622-623, 14628, 14631, 
14656, 14687, 14689, 14697, 14702, 14714, 
14730, 14741-742, 14746, 14759, 14768-770, 
14774. 

American Bar Association 

14533-535, 14537-538, 14547, 14549-550, 14555, 14562, 
14569, 14587, 14600-601, 14615, 14617-619, 14628-629, 
14665-666, 14670-671, 14684, 14689, 14696, 14703, 
14708, 14725, 14731, 14737, 14749, 14753-754, 14760, 
14768, 14770, 14774, 14776. 

Civil Rights 

14540, 14542, 14552, 14556, 14558, 14561, 14563, 14579, 
14610-613, 14616, 14618-619, 14631, 14641, 14645, 
14651-652, 14656, 14669, 14671-672, 14687, 14690, 
14695, 14701, 14705, 14707, 14709-712, 14714, 14721, 
14730, 14756, 14763-766, 14768, 14770, 14773, 14775. 

Constitutional Considerations 

14609, Allen; 14657-658, Bennett; 14661, Cochran; 14629, 
Crapo; 14635, Gregg; 14662-663, Lott; 14685, Warner; 
14649, Dodd; 14673, Kennedy; 14744, Johnson; 14688, 
Leahy. 

Consultation Between President and Senate 

14617, Bunning; 14616, McConnell; 14577, Lincoln; 
14553, 14558-559, Schumer.  See also: 14596, 14602, 
14764, 14771. 
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Democrats’ Past Opposition  
to Filibusters  

14574 (re: Boxer); 14535, 14605, 14637, 14692 
(re: Daschle); 14631 (re: Dorgan); 14605, 14631, 
14637 (re: Harkin); 14568, 14605, 14657, 14675, 
14692 (re: Kennedy); 14655-656 (re: Kohl), 14554 
(re: Levin); 14637 (re: Lieberman); 14658 (re: 
Murray); 14596 (re: Reed); 14665 (re: Sarbanes). 

Federalist Society 

14540, Sessions; 14642, Clinton; 15539, Durbin; 
14640, Leahy; 14537, Reid.  See also: 14537, 
14564, 14710, 14763. 

Filibuster Definition 

14698, Hatch/Sessions; 14617, Nickles; 14566, 
14569, Sessions. 

Fourth Circuit 

14533, 14538, 14541, 14561, 14591, 14593, 
14679, 14708, 14765. 

Impact of Filibuster on Justice System 

Difficulty in Attracting Top Talent for Judiciary 

14628-629, Allard, 14690, Campbell and 
“kangaroo court”; 14661, Cochran; 14542, 
Cornyn; 14665, L. Graham; 14645, Smith and 
“seeking mediocrity”; 14646, Sununu. 

Justice Delayed is Justice Denied 

14631, Allard; 14755, Chambliss; 14691, Enzi; 
14561-562, Kyl; 14615, McConnell; 14623, 
Roberts; 14541, Specter; 14631, Voinovich.  See 
also: 14541, 14551, 14576, 14579, 14586, 14593, 
14602, 14627, 14633, 14640, 14651, 14653, 
14655, 14660, 14675, 14705, 14711, 14731, 
14737, 14744, 14764. 

Injury to the Confirmation Process  

14547, 14761, L. Graham and “special interest 
power”; 14561, Kyl; 14676, Dole and “downward 
spiral of retaliation”; 14664, Lott; 14748-749, 
14787, Santorum; 14578-579, Miller. 

Judicial Activism 

14754, Bond; 14622, 14736-737, Brownback; 
14692, Burns; 14595, Santorum; 14742, 
Santorum/Brownback; 14636, Ensign; 14631, 
Inhofe; 14650, Murkowski. 

“Mainstream” Judges 

14615, Alexander; 14618, Bunning and parental 
notification; 14642, Clinton and calling nominees 
“lemons”; 14601, 14606, Cornyn; 14711, Corzine; 14713, 
L. Graham responding to “lemons” insult; 14707, 14709, 
Hatch; 14550, McConnell/Hatch; 14589, Talent and “there 
is no mainstream”; 14584, 14737, Santorum and “how 
small is stream?”; 14652, Sessions; 14603, Schumer and 
accusations regarding a “hard-right”; 14643, Schumer and 
“Far right, militant, extreme minority”; 14775, Schumer 
and “scorched earth”; 14643, Specter and response to 
Schumer; 14660-661, Johnson and “radical right-wing” and 
“beyond the pale”; 14655, Kohl and “records of 
extremism”; 14729, Levin; 14667, Sarbanes and “extreme 
points of view”. 

Ninth Circuit 

14532, 14535-537, 14541, 14545, 14560-562, 14566, 
14568, 14570, 14574, 14584, 14590-592, 14594, 14596, 
14598, 14604, 14622, 14631, 14634, 14636, 14643, 14650, 
14652-653, 14664, 14674, 14692, 14696, 14708, 14728-
729, 14736-737, 14747-748, 14752-754, 14759-760, 14768, 
14770, 14774, 14776. 

Nominees Subject to Democrat Obstruction 

Claude Allen 

14533, 14708, Hatch; 14569, Mikulski; 14538, Feinstein; 
14561, Kyl. 

Janice Rogers Brown 

14535, 14550, 14702, Hatch and “double standard”; 14711, 
Corzine; 14705, Landrieu calling Justice Brown’s views an 
“insult”; 14579, Miller lamenting opposition that 
conservative African American women face; 14564, 14603, 
14565, Schumer.  See also: 14532-533, 14535-536, 14542, 
14550, 14558, 14564, 14574, 14579, 14584, 14588, 14590, 
14592, 14596, 14597, 14600, 14602, 14604, 14606-607, 
14610-611, 14614, 14618-619, 14652, 14665, 14678, 
14681-682, 14684, 14689, 14691-692, 14695-698, 14701-
703, 14705, 14707-708, 14710-711, 14715, 14720-721, 
14724-725, 14727, 14736, 14741, 14748, 14754, 14759-
761, 14763, 14768, 14770-771, 14776. 

Miguel Estrada 

14533-535, Hatch; 14684, Grassley; 14576, Lincoln.  See 
also: 14539, 14547, 14549-550, 14553-554, 14557-558, 
14561, 14570, 14578-580, 14598-604, 14609, 14613, 
14617-618, 14626, 14628-629, 14631, 14644, 14658, 
14662, 14669, 14670, 14689, 14691, 14696, 14708-710, 
14715, 14726, 14753-754, 14761, 14769. 
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Carolyn Kuhl 

14533-536, Hatch; 14561-562, Kyl; 14684, 
Grassley; 14568, Hutchison; 14563-564, 14570, 
Boxer; 14576, Lincoln. See also: 14567, 14570, 
14574-575, 14588, 14590-592, 14596-597, 14600, 
14602, 14604, 14606, 14610, 14618-619, 14628, 
14636, 14650, 14652, 14665, 14684, 14689, 
14691-692, 14695-698, 14701, 14703-704, 14708-
709, 14715, 14726, 14747, 14750, 14754, 14759-
760, 14762-763, 14770-772, 14774, 14776. 

Priscilla Owen 

14531-536, Hatch; 14618, Bunning; 14703, 
Hutchison; 14576, Lincoln.  See also: 14539, 
14547, 14553-554, 14557, 14561, 14576, 14579, 
14588, 14592, 14597, 14600-602, 14604, 14606, 
14609-610, 14612, 14618, 14626, 14628, 14631, 
14653, 14662, 14664, 14684, 14688, 14691, 
14695-696, 14698, 14707-708, 14715, 14725-726, 
14730, 14737-738, 14741, 14754, 14760-763, 
14768, 14770-772, 14776. 

Charles Pickering 

14612, Alexander; 14731-732, Coleman/L. 
Graham; 14735, 14753, L. Graham; 14671-672, 
DeWine; 14610-613, Landrieu.  See also: 14533, 
14535, 14539, 14553, 14556-557, 14561, 14576, 
14578-579, 14585, 14594-595, 14602, 14605, 
14609, 14615, 14618, 14626, 14628, 14631, 
14651, 14662, 14664, 14666, 14684, 14691, 
14697, 14707-709, 14715, 14724-726, 14728, 
14731-732, 14735-737, 14746, 14753-754, 14768. 

William Pryor 

14533, Hatch; 14539-540, Sessions.  See also: 
14535, 14537, 14547, 14550, 14553, 14556-557, 
14561, 14569, 14576, 14601-602, 14604, 14606, 
14609, 14611-613, 14615, 14618, 14626, 14631, 
14636, 14653, 14662, 14681, 14684, 14691, 
14696-697, 14707-708, 14715, 14724-726, 14730, 
14736, 14738-739, 14754, 14761, 14768-769. 

The Senate’s Obligation  
to Vote Up-or-Down 

14532-536, 14539, 14540, 14542, 14547, 14550, 
14554, 14556, 14559, 14561, 14562, 14566, 
14567-568, 14570, 14573, 14578-580, 14584, 
14586-587, 14590-591, 14594-602, 14605, 14607, 
14609-612, 14615, 14617-619, 14623-625, 14628-
631, 14635-636, 14640, 14646, 14649-652, 14654, 
14656, 14662-665, 14670-672, 14675-678, 14681-
685, 14688-692, 14695-697, 14701, 14703-704, 
14707-709, 14712-713, 14724, 14727-730, 14752, 
14754-755, 14760, 14768-770, 14774-777. 

Personal Views of Nominees 

14605-606, Cornyn.  See also: 14536, 14576-577, 14592, 
14605-606, 14619, 14626, 14628, 14636, 14764-765. 

Sixth Circuit 

14533, 14541, 14561, 14591, 14593, 14615-617, 14651-
652, 14688, 14692, 14727. 

Unprecedented Nature of Filibuster 

Corzine Fundraising E-mail 

14601, 14605, Cornyn; 14573-574, 14605, 14665-666, 
14724, 14730, L. Graham; 14698, Hatch/Sessions; 14617, 
Nickles; 14566, 14569, Sessions; 14728, Levin. 

Compare/Contrast Clinton versus Bush Years 

14629, Crapo; 14572, Graham; 14533, Hatch; 14664, Lott; 
14584, 14752, Santorum; 14688, Sessions; 14586, Talent. 

Compare/Contrast Filibusters with Committee Holds 

14559-560, Craig; 14637, Cornyn; 14614, Harkin; 14637, 
Hutchison; 14641, Leahy. 

Rule Change Proposals 

14657, Bennett; 14663-664, Lott; 14554, Santorum; 14765-
766, Dodd; 14639, Leahy. 

Waste of Time (responses to allegation) 

14610, Allen and “Rawhide”; 14549, 14709, Hatch and 
discussion of forced roll call votes; 14746, Johnson; 14671, 
Talent and “Searchlight, Nevada? Where was the outrage?”; 
14650-651, Voinovich. 
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INDEX OF SENATORS’ SPEECHES 
 

Akaka ..............14674-675 

Alexander ........14556,14611-615 

Allard...............14554, 14628-632, 14696 

Allen ................14554, 14560, 14596-602, 14609-610,  
14701-702 

Baucus.............n/a 

Bayh ................14543-544,  

Bennett ............14610, 14657-658 

Biden ...............n/a 

Bingaman........14596-599, 14602-603, 14758-759 

Bond ................14753 

Boxer ...............14562-564, 14569-571, 14771-72 

Breaux .............n/a 

Brownback ......14622-624, 14707-708, 14736-737, 
14742, 14746-747 

Bunning ..........14617-620 

Burns...............14691-692 

Byrd .................n/a 

Campbell .........14689-690 

Cantwell ..........14625-626 

Carper .............14685-687 

Chafee .............n/a 

Chambliss........14567-68, 14574, 14579-780, 14675, 
14678, 14755-757 

Clinton.............14641-643 

Cochran...........14661 

Coleman ..........14555, 14583-585, 14696, 14707, 
14709, 14713, 14718-720, 14725-726, 
14729, 14731, 14760-761 

Collins .............14696-697 

Conrad.............n/a 

Cornyn.............14541-542, 14601, 14604-607, 14636-
637, 14789-790 

Craig................14559-560, 14655-658, 14698 

Crapo...............14629-630, 14703-704 

Daschle............14580-581, 14775, 14788 

Dayton .............14571-574, 14666-667, 14721-722 

DeWine............14671-672 

Dodd ................14647-649, 14765-767 

Dole .................14676, 14702 

Domenici .........14669-670 

Dorgan.............14633-635, 14750-752,  

Durbin .............14537-538, 14544-546, 14748-752, 
14771 

Edwards...........n/a 

Ensign .............14636 

Enzi..................14690- 691 

Feingold ..........14535 

Feinstein..........14537-538 

Fitzgerald ........14624-625 

Frist .................14775-777 

Graham (SC)...14567, 14569, 14572-574, 14665-666, 
14712-715, 14720-721, 14723-725, 
14730-731, 14735-736, 14749, 14752-
753, 14761 

Graham (FL)...14621-622 

Grassley ...........14683-684 

Gregg ...............14635-636 

Hagel ...............n/a 

Harkin .............14613-615, 14631-633 

Hatch...............14533-534, 14548-550, 14553-556, 
14595-596, 14695-698, 14701-704, 
14707-709, 14769-770, 14774-775 

Hollings ...........n/a 

Hutchison........14542-543, 14547-548, 14567-568, 
14637 

Inhofe ..............14601-602, 14630-631 

Inouye..............14769 

Jeffords............n/a 

Johnson ...........14660-661, 14743-747 

Kennedy...........14672-675, 14679-681 

Kerry ................n/a 

Kohl .................14653 

Kyl....................14559-562  

Landrieu..........14610-613, 14704-705 

Lautenberg ......14653-655, 14722-723 
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Leahy...............14625, 14637-641, 14687-688, 14759-
760, 14761-765, 14770-774 

Levin................14550-553, 14729 

Lieberman .......14767-769 

Lincoln ............14575-577 

Lott ..................14661-665 

Lugar...............14676-677 

McCain............n/a 

McConnell.......14535-536, 14549-550, 14615 

Mikulski ..........14678-679 

Miller...............14578-579 

Murkowski ......14649-650 

Murray ............14626-627, 14658-659 

Nelson, Bill......14607-610 

Nelson, Ben .....14698-699 

Nickles.............14616-617 

Pryor................14577-578, 14581, 14587-588, 14732-
735, 14788 

Reed.................14591-593, 14737-740 

Reid .................14532-533, 14536-537, 14538, 14545-
546, 14556-557, 14620, 14643, 14655, 
14715-718 

Roberts ............14623 

Rockefeller ......14619-620, 14699-701 

Santorum.........14553-554, 14583-584, 14590-596, 
14737-743, 14747, 14752, 14761, 
14767, 14775, 14786-787 

Sarbanes ..........14667-669 

Schumer ..........14533, 14557-559, 14564-566, 14603-
604, 14643-644, 14709-711, 14775-
776 

Sessions ...........14539-540, 14566-569, 14652-653, 
14688-690, 14697, 14708, 14761, 
14788-789 

Shelby ..............14681 

Smith ...............14645 

Snowe ..............n/a 

Specter .............14540, 14643-645 

Stabenow .........14646-647, 14692-695 

Stevens.............n/a 

Sununu............14645-646 

Talent...............14585-586, 14588-591 14670, 14675 

Thomas ............14657 

Voinovich ........14650-651 

Warner.............14555, 14565, 14567, 14684-685, 
14701-702 

Wyden ..............14607 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Contact:  Steven J. Duffield, 224-2946 


